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Ground Rules

ÅCells, Blackberry , Boysenberry , 
Strawberries, 

ÅStay on time:

ïBreaks

ïStart time

ïExercise

ÅLarge Group Help Us with Comments

http://www.jgmurphy.org/rst500/artwork/chuck_berry/chuck_berry_the_anthology.jpg


Introductions

ÅName 

ÅPresent Position

ÅPast Experience 

ÅYears Experience

ÅExpectations





Outline of Briefing

1. Why RSAs?

2. Basic Concepts

3. RSA Procedures

4. Common Issues and Challenges

5. Examples
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Goals and Objectives

Åintroduce road safety audits as a 
useful tool to reduce traffic 
injuries and fatalities



National RSA Activity

January 2011



What are the benefits of RSAs?

Tennessee: 3.84-mile section of State 
Route 101 in Cumberland County

·Issues

1. Severe curve

2. Limited sight distance

·Suggested Improvements

1. Add chevron signs, advance 
ŎǳǊǾŜ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ уέ edgelines

2. Move stop bar, remove trees, 
relocate sign



What are the benefits of RSAs?

Tennessee (continued)

ſCost to conduct RSA (using in-
house staff): ~$10,000

ſCost to implement suggested 
improvements: ~$23,000

¶Funded by High Risk Rural Roads 
(HRRR) program

ſ27% reduction in injury crashes

ſB/C ratio approximately 3: 1



Mitigate Safety Concerns:
Short and Long Term Solutions

Short Term Solutions

ÅLow-Cost Maintenance 

Improvements

ÅTrimming Vegetation

ÅSigning & Pavement Markings

Results from RSAs can be incorporated into planning 
documents.
ÅLong Range Transportation Plans
ÅEnvironment Impact Statements (EIS)

Long Term Solutions

ÅCurve Flattening

ÅModify Vertical 

Alignment

ÅAccess Management
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BASIC CONCEPTS



Dead Rat Theory





S W I M

Say What It 
Means



ADT

An Alarm Company

Average Daily Travel 

Traffic 

Atomic Demolition Tech



Warrant

ÅGoing to see the 
Judge/Jail

ÅMeeting the Criteria



Super - Elevation

Bank or Slope





Secretary Ray LaHood

Responsible for maintaining a safe, reliable and 
efficient transportation system

ñHighway Safety is a Top Priorityò



The Problem

ÅIncrease in:

ïDrivers

ïVehicles

ïMiles < > ?

ïCongestion

ïCrashes

ÅCompetition for resources

ïBudget

ïStaffing



The Real Problem

70 will be injured in a crash 
during their lifetimesé

My Granddaughter along with 99 other children born this 
yearé

One will die violently 
in a highway crash 
during his/her lifetime.

We must reduce deaths and injuries.



Federal Highway 
Administration 
(FHWA)

ÅThe Vital Few

ïSafety 

ïMobility

ïEnvironment



Safety




