
Dear Intertribal Transportation Association (ITA), 

member tribes and non-member tribes alike. I 

respectfully submit this update on ITA activities. I 

am also the Transportation Director for the Fort 

Belknap Indian Community in north central 

Montana, and am fortunate to have their sup-

port. As many of you know, especially those that 

have been in the Transportation Game for some 

time, what happens at the National Level ulti-

mately affects the people at the grassroots level. 

First, let me convey to you that it was an honor 

to be elected as the ITA President at our annual 

meeting held Las Vegas, NV, December 5-7, 2006.  

With so much happening now in the arena of Tribal Transportation, I 

think the timing is perfect for ITA to come back full circle so to speak. 

The ITA Executive Committee would like to go back to some of the 

original concepts that ITA was founded on. As President, Iõve taken it 

upon myself to initiate some of the following activities and have par-

ticipated in the following:  

Monthly Teleconference calls with the NCAI-ITA Joint Task Force on 

Transportation Issues. 

Co-Chair of the NCAI Transportation & Infrastructure Sub-committee. 

Hosted regional meetings to garner comment on the Draft White 

Paper. 

Hosted special meeting on reauthorization in Denver, Co before the 

NCAI Transportation & Infrastructure Sub-committee.  

January 14, 2008 Presentation with Gwen Salt, NCAI, and James E. 

Glaze, Esq., Sonosky at the 87th Annual Transportation Research 

Board Meeting, Tribal Policy Issues and Research Needs: Points to 

Ponder for Next Reauthorization of Federal Transportation Legisla-

tion.  (Draft White Paper distributed)  

January 15, 2008 Congressional visits with James E. Glaze, Esq., 

Sonosky & Chambers.  For each meeting, we reviewed a prepared 

document entitled òTribal Transportation: Building a Better Future by 

Maintaining Road and Bridge Inventories and Addressing Infrastruc-

ture Needs in Indian Country.  I shared with Mr. Baxter some ideas/

projects that ITA can potentially assist with. As we were leaving the 

US Capitol Building and walking through the Rotunda, I couldnõt 

help but to think about the history of the Native American relative to 

transportation as many of the highways that exist today are built 

over the path of a hunting trail or path the Native American trav-

eled. This gave me a renewed strength to advocate for the interest of 
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Message from ITA Vice -President  

By Willie Tracey Jr., Navajo Nation  

Yaõatõeehõ, Greet-

ings my brothers 

and sisters across 

Indian Country, 

it has been an 

honor to repre-

sent all federally 

recognized In-

dian Tribes.  Itõs 

been wonderful  

having Mother 

Earth covered in 

snow.  Certainly, we will have ample 

herbs for spiritual and healing purposes.  

Forage will also be in abundance which 

means quality meat in time of need.   

As we wait to receive the beautiful colors 

of Spring, I extend my wonderful heartfelt 

greetings to all tribes across Indian coun-

try.  Aheõheeõ (thank you) for your excep-

tional efforts in coordinating transporta-

tion system improvements to promote 

and provide safe and reliable routes to 

educational facilities. 

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 

Transportation Equity Ac ð A Legacy for 

Users (SAFETEA-LU) has appropriated 

transportation system improvement pro-

ceeds for safe mobility of people, reduce 

accident rates, and cater directly to a vari-

ety of issues and concerns.  Ultimately, as 

Indian tribes we must contend with the 

No Child Left Behind Act calling for stu-

dent progress using applicable state meas-

uring standards, which include student 

participation and attendance.  It is our 

responsibility as transportation system 

advocates to ensure safe routes to schools.  

Letõs work together through acceptable 

instruments to expedite the upgrade of 

existing road conditions. 

The Indian Reservation Roads (IRR) pro-

gram is designed for all tribes.  We are in 

the driver seat to determine how business 

is coordinated.  Letõs join hands to de-

velop a safe mobility system for our chil-

dren, tribal members, elders and the tour-

ing public. 

In closing, this is my last message to you 

as ITA Vice President and thank everyone 

for their support in this organization.  I 

will certainly continue to promote trans-

portation system improvements for Indian 

Country.  Journey safely everyone. 

the ITA and member tribes.  

February 14, 2008 Rocky Mountain/

Great Plains Regional Tribal Transporta-

tion Planners Meeting. 

March 18, 2008 15th Annual NW Tribal 

Transportation Symposium. 

The concept of ITA originated in Polson, 

MT on May 4 -8, 1993 at the annual 

Transportation Research Board (TRB), 

meeting, and was organized by the Tribes 

to address and fulfill their needs in the 

area of transportation by improving com-

munications with outside agencies and 

developing an organization that would 

address the technical, legislative, and ad-

ministrative issues evolving from the Inter-

modal Surface Transportation Efficiency 

Act of 1991 (ISTEA), the Indian Reserva-

tion Roads (IRR) Program administered 

by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and other 

related matters importance to Tribes 

across the nation. 

I wish to continue this effort on behalf of 

tribal governments, there was said to be 

2000 ways to make a light bulb work, 

Thomas Edison needed only one, I be-

lieve ITA has found a way to make our 

voices heard, and we only need one way 

of UNITY. Together we can succeed in 

our endeavors, we just need to stick to-

gether.  There will always be obstacles 

that appear in the road, however to-

gether we can overcome these obstacles 

and continue down the original path on 

behalf of our people.  

If you have any questions or comments 

please call me at 406-353-8469, or e-mail 

me at Cjohnhealysr@hotmail.com Thank 

you.  
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From the ITA President continued 

INITIAL NOTICE 
Federal Highway Administration  

Tribal Peer Exchange  
 

Atlantis Casino Resort, Reno, NV  
Meeting Dates:  May 28th �± Full Day and May 29th- ½ day. 

 

Tribal Consultation under SAFETEA -LU �± State-of -the-Practice  
 

The Federal Highway Administration in conjunction with the Intertribal Transportation 
Association (ITA), Mid-Year Meeting will host a session on tribal peer exchange.  
 

The overall purpose of this peer exchange is to improve Tribal consultation efforts in 
the Statewide and Metropolitan planning processes.  The peer exchange will provide 
State Tribal Liaisons, Metropolitan Planning Organization Tribal Liaisons, and Tribes 
the opportunity to discuss and share ideas related to the fulfillment of the Tribal Con-
sultation requirement under SAFETEA-LU.  Based on these discussions a state-of-
the-practice report will be developed and made available via the FHWA Tribal Plan-
ning website to help advance concepts identified during the exchange as best prac-
tices, good ideas and notable efforts.   
 

For more information contact: Theresa Hutchins, Community Planner, FHWA, Office 
of Planning, Ph: 360-753-9402, Fax: 360-753-9889 


