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PRESIDENT'S REPORT Chris Bauserman, P.E., County Engineer, Delaware County, OH

My oldest daughter is about to start her
sophomore year in college. She is studying to
become a teacher and will be spending the
month of January teaching in China while liv-
ing with a Chinese family. As a result, I have
found myself reading and learning more about
China, their culture, economy and politics.

Last month, I read a Time Magazine article
(June 01, 2009) that focused on the massive
investment in infrastructure that is currently
underway throughout China. I learned that
China, like the U.S., is facing a serious eco-
nomic crisis and like the US, has a large eco-
nomic stimulus program underway. Theirs to-
tals $586 billion compared to our $787 billion
ARRA program. I was particularly interested
to learn that over 75% of China’s stimulus pro-
gram is dedicated to infrastructure investment.
That stands in stark contrast to the 10% of
our ARRA stimulus package that is being spent

on infrastructure.
The types of projects being completed

under China’s stimulus program are also dra-
matically different than ours.  Their list of
projects includes the construction of new
ports, airports, bridges, schools, hospitals,
highways and railroads. The list includes the
1.4 mile, $216 million Baling River Bridge and a
$527 million bridge across the Yangtze River.

A list of our own ARRA funded projects is
much less impressive. Due to the rigorous re-
view and approval process associated with
spending federal funds, and the much ma-
ligned “shovel ready” criteria, our own stimu-
lus program will fund those projects that are
the easiest to move forward, not necessarily
those that are the most important. Some re-
ports are saying that up to 60% of our trans-
portation stimulus funding will be spent on
paving existing roads. I’m sure those roads

need paved, but one has to wonder if those
really are the community’s most important
transportation infrastructure projects.

Last week, in the wake of criticism that the
ARRA was not having enough immediate eco-
nomic impact, a member of the President’s staff
suggested that perhaps it was time to con-
sider a second stimulus package. This idea
was likely floated as a trial balloon and is ap-
parently not yet being seriously considered.
However, if this idea goes any further, we need
to be prepared with a firm unified response
that demands a significantly larger share tar-
geting infrastructure investment and a stream-
lined federal project approval process that will
allow us to quickly deliver projects. This isn’t,
after all, a new concept. We just need to look
to the Far East and see that the Chinese Gov-
ernment got it right on this one.

The Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee approved 18-1 on July 15th an 18-
month extension of federal highway programs
from October of this year through March 2011,
a policy the Obama administration has sup-
ported. The next day, the House Highways
and Transit Subcommittee held a hearing to
highlight the economic advantages of mov-
ing forward instead with its six-year proposal
that would fund highways, transit, transpor-
tation safety programs, and high-speed rail at
$500 billion through 2015.

The legislative push comes as Congress
scrambles to save the Highway Trust Fund
from insolvency. The Federal Highway Ad-
ministration has said the trust fund could run
short on being able to pay all state reimburse-

ment claims as early as August. With the loom-
ing cash shortfall and the Sept. 30 expiration
of federal surface transportation programs
authorized under the 2005 law known as
“SAFETEA-LU,” both chambers are moving
swiftly to enact a remedy. But their approaches
differ greatly. In the Senate, EPW Committee
Chairwoman Barbara Boxer, D-CA, told her
committee’s members at the mark-up session
that her legislation would continue the cur-
rent highway program at Fiscal Year 2009 fund-
ing levels, authorizing about $41 billion in FY
2010 and another $20.5 billion in the first half
of FY 2011. Boxer’s bill – which must be re-
viewed by at least three more Senate commit-
tees (Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs;
Commerce, Science, and Transportation; and

SENATE COMMITTEE APPROVES 18-MONTH HIGHWAY EXTENSION; HOUSE PRESSES FOR 6-YEAR BILL
Finance) before reaching the floor – does not
contain the transportation policy changes that
had been sought by the Obama administra-
tion. She explained that while she agrees that
certain policy changes are needed, she wanted
to move a “clean” bill that simply extends cur-
rent authority for an additional 1½ years.

“With the Highway Trust Fund running
out of funds even as we speak, the most im-
portant thing is predictability for this crucial
priority,” Boxer said. “In order to assure pas-
sage of this extension, we are keeping this bill
clean. If, when we get to the floor, there is
broad agreement on other provisions, we will
of course work with all members and col-
leagues to consider inclusion of those mea-
sures.”

OBERSTAR SUGGESTS MARK UP MIGHT WAIT UNTIL SEPTEMBER; PROPOSES $7.3 BILLION FOR TRUST FUND
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman, James Oberstar, said July 16th he will strive to gain congressional approval this
month to transfer $7.3 billion from the federal government’s General Fund to the Highway Trust Fund to ensure there is enough money available
to reimburse states for obligated highway projects. Oberstar also said his six-year surface transportation authorization measure, which he had
hoped to mark up in committee this month, might have to be pushed back until the fall.

See inside for more photos from NACE 2009 in Peoria, Illinois - Corporate Member Plaques
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COUNTY HIGHWAY ENGINEER –
CROW WING COUNTY, MN

Crow Wing County has an extraordinary
opportunity for the well-experienced profes-
sional engineer.  This key position leads a 40
person department with an annual operating
budget of $11 million and serves as a member
of the senior management team with account-
ability for organizational leadership.  This com-
plex assignment requires a highly strategic and
community focused leader with broad perspec-
tive and a collaborative approach towards
transportation planning and management.
Knowledge of roadway and traffic control
engineering, design and construction manage-
ment, project funding, regulatory and legisla-
tive processes are all essential requirements.

This opportunity includes an attractive
benefit package with comprehensive health,
dental and life benefits, fully funded short-
term and long-term disability insurance, paid
time off, fleet vehicle, professional develop-
ment, and retirement contributions through
the Public Employees Retirement Association.
Relocation assistance is negotiable and sal-
ary is commensurate with experience.

Qualified candidates are encouraged to
send a cover letter, resume, salary history and
work-related references to Tamra Laska, Hu-
man Resource Director, Crow Wing County
Courthouse, 326 Laurel Street, Suite 12.
Brainerd, MN 56401.  Or email
tami.laska@co.crow-wing.mn.us.  Review of
applications will start on July 27, 2009

NACE MEMBERS JOIN COUNTY LEADERS TO FIGHT EXPANSION OF CWA
“Counties support Clean Water Act, but not expansion of federal reach”
NACE Members David Brand, County Engineer, Madison County, OH and Mark Storey,

Public Works Director, Whitman County, WA were in the nation’s Capital mid-July along with
other elected county commissioners to urge key members of Congress not to support contro-
versial legislation which would needlessly expand the federal reach of Clean Water Act (CWA).

They met with several members of Congress and legislative staff on behalf of the National
Association of Counties (NACo) to voice the concerns about The Clean Water Restoration Act
(CWRA). NACo and NACE supports the CWA, but believes the CWRA would result in signifi-
cant negative impacts on local governments and economies without improving protections of
the nation’s critical water resources. The bill (S.787) was recently passed out of a Senate
committee and could be on the Senate floor in the weeks ahead.

“Expanding the federal reach of the Clean Water Act will cost us more in time and money
and impede our efforts to maintain our properties, both public and private,” Brand said. “The
last thing we need in these difficult economic times is more Washington oversight in Madison
County OH. Instead, we need to Restore the Partnership to better serve our common communi-
ties.”

The bill aims to change the definition of “waters of the United States.” By removing the
word “navigable” from the CWA, waters traditionally under state and local authority would fall
under the jurisdiction of the federal government. This would affect a number of current CWA
programs and cost counties taxpayer dollars through increased unfunded mandates.

NACo President Don Stapley, supervisor, Maricopa County, Ariz., said that NACo sup-
ports CWA provisions that protect wetland habitats and rivers and streams, but does not
support federal efforts to change the definition of the Clean Water Act and expand federal
authority.

“The legislation would drastically expand federal clean water jurisdiction and create signifi-
cant bureaucratic obstacles and lead to increased costs to counties without necessarily en-
hancing environmental protections of waterways and wetlands,” Stapley said.

BALLOT FOR NACE CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS CHANGES MAILED
Attention NACE Voting Members: As a result of action by the Board and membership at the
recent annual conference in Peoria IL, NACE voting members will be receiving a ballot in the
mail for changes in the NACE Constitution (2 items) and By Laws (1 item).  It will hit the mail by
the end of this week and the deadline for returning your ballot is August 31, 2009.

Ya'll getting ready for Texas?
Mark your calendars for next year:

NACE 2010 Fort Worth, TX April 25-29, 2010

See the NACE website at:
www.countyengineers.org
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MORE CARE. BUILT IN.

MICHIGAN PERSPECTIVE
By Mark A. Craft, P.E., Engineer-Manager,
Gratiot County Road Commission (MI) and
NACE Secretary-Treasurer

Last year, Michigan had the highest un-
employment rate in the nation, at 6.9%.  It’s a
year later, and Michigan still holds the high-
est unemployment rate, which now stands at
14.1%.  The current economic climate is sig-
nificantly impacting the funding of our road
systems.

In Michigan, the County Road
Commission’s principle source of funding is
the Michigan Transportation Fund (MTF),
which is derived from fuel taxes (19 cents a
gallon for gas, 15 cents a gallon for diesel fuel)
and license registration fees.  In the last five
years, our Michigan Transportation Fund has
continually declined.  Our annual revenue has
decreased 13% since 2004.  It is projected that
we will see an additional decrease of 5% in the
upcoming year.  This is making it exceedingly
difficult just to perform our basic functions.

The hardships we as local road agencies

face are very real.  The majority of county
road commissions in Michigan have had to
reduce staff, eliminate construction projects,
postpone equipment purchases, reduce or
eliminate road preservation treatments, along
with reduce levels of service.

As all of you know, pavement preserva-
tion is vital to our local road networks.  With
our decreasing funding, we do not have the
resources to maintain our roads at their cur-
rent condition level. The real problems are yet
to come, unless changes are made to properly
fund the roads in our state.

These problems are statewide. Our road
systems are deteriorating and there are no
funds to rehabilitate or reconstruct them. More
than 20 of the 83 counties in Michigan have
turned some rural roads back to gravel with
no immediate plans to repave. Approximately
50 miles have been reverted in the last three
years.

As county road agencies continue to talk
with state legislators about this crisis, many
of them doubt motorists would support higher

US COMMUNITIES E-NEWS LINK –
GREATER DISCOUNTS ANNOUNCED

BY AUTOZONE!
Get the latest on new products and discounts
available through US Communities, visit  (E-
News web page, current issue):
www.uscommunities.org/ENews/q22009.asp
•  Greater Discounts Announced by
AutoZone
•   GSV/Astro Turf offer 10% off U.S. Com-
munities Prices
•  Best Value Purchasing by Office Depot
•  Contract Updates (New Awards,  Contract
Separation, Re- Solicitations)
•  ARRA Resources (Webinars on Recov-
ery, Website Recovery Enhancements)

taxes to fund road projects during these tough
economic times.

If there is anything good that might come
from this, it is that we are required to be as
efficient as possible and to look for and share
new cost effective ideas.

NACE 2010 COMMITTEE MEETS - PLANS WELL UNDERWAY FOR NACE 2010 IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Pictured at right - Back Row: Bonnie West, NACE; Joe White, Ellis County; Ted
Kantor, Limestone County; Don Bonifay, TACERA; Ron Drachenberg, Fort

Bend County; Front Row: Robert Berndt, Renee Lamb, and Joe Trammel, Tarrant
County; Jodi Evans and Steve Evans, Fort Bend County.

 On June 16, 2009 NACE Assistant Executive Director, Bonnie West, vis-
ited Forth Worth and met with the NACE 2010 planning committee.  We
met with and toured the Sheraton Fort Worth Hotel, Fort Worth Conven-
tion Center, guest program sites including the National Cowgirl Muesum
and the conference wide event site, Billy Bob's of Texas (located in the
Stockyards area). NACE 2010 is shaping up to be a fantastic conference
- informative technical sessions, great food and lots of fun in store.  You
won't want to miss it and don't forget to bring your dancing shoes, or
should I say, dancing boots!  Registration begins this October.
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LOUISIANA LEGISLATIVE SESSION
By Dennis E. Woodward, P.E. Director of Pub-
lic Works, Lincoln Parish and NACE State
Director

The Regular Session of the Louisiana Leg-
islature adjourned at 6:00 pm on Thursday,
June 25, 2009. By all account this was one of
the most successful sessions for our Parish
(County) Government Association supported
proposals in recent memory. The State of Loui-
siana, like many other states, is experiencing a
loss of revenue and budget shortfalls and there
were cuts to some programs important to lo-
cal government, but transportation funding
to local government took only a minor hit.
There were also a number of measures passed
that will be of great benefit to local govern-
ment and most measures that would have been
detrimental to local governments were de-
feated.

A number of bills that modify the Louisi-
ana Bid Law to benefit local governments were
passed. The limit on the cost of a public works
contract that would require a public body to
advertise and receive bids was raised from
$100,000 to $150,000. This change will allow
public entities to perform work using their own
crews or select a contractor without going
through a bid process for project costing less
than $150,000 including labor and materials.
The limit for the purchase of materials and
supplies without a bid was also raised from
$20,000 to $30,000. The purchase of materials
and supplies costing between $10,000 and

$30,000 requires that the public entity receives
three quotes.

In Louisiana parishes receive 20% of the
mineral severance tax revenue that the State
collects on all natural resources other than
sulphur, lignite, or timber to compensate the
parish for the wear and tear on their infrastruc-
ture caused by the extraction of these natural
resources up to $850,000 per parish. The Leg-
islature approved a ballot measure to allow
voters to decide if they want to raise the cap
from $850,000 to $2,850,000 per parish with
50% of the increase dedicated to local roads.
If this constitutional amendment passes about
half of Louisiana’s 64 parishes will receive an
increase in revenue from severance taxes on
natural resources.

Several bills that would have been detri-
mental to local governments were defeated.
One would have increased Louisiana’s Home-
stead Exemption from the $75,000 to $150,000.
Other bills that would have hurt local
government’s abilities to collect sales & use
taxes did not pass. In Louisiana property is
reassessed every four years for property tax
purposes. Millage rates are then adjusted so
that local governments will receive the same
taxes that they did the previous year. Local
governments have the option to roll those
millages back up to the previous levels to in-
crease revenue with a two-thirds vote of the
body after extensive advertisement. Several
bills that would have restricted the local
government’s ability to roll forward millages
after reassessment were defeated. Most local
governments were extremely pleased to es-
cape this Legislative Session with little dam-
age and are glad that they are out of session
until next year.

MENDEZ CONFIRMED AS FEDERAL
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

Former Arizona state transportation offi-
cial Victor Mendez has been confirmed by the
U.S. Senate as Administrator of the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA).  “Victor’s
lengthy record of delivering major infrastruc-
ture projects on time and his enthusiasm for
innovative solutions to complex transporta-
tion problems make him an excellent addition
to the team,” said Jeff Paniati, FHWA’s Execu-
tive Director, who had been serving as Acting
Administrator since January 20. “His leader-
ship and experience are exactly what the
nation’s highways need right now.”

Mendez, the former director of Arizona’s
Department of Transportation, will deal with
critical and timely issues in his role as the
nation’s top federal highway official, includ-
ing implementing the American Reinvestment
and Recovery Act, the largest new investment
in the nation’s infrastructure in years, and the
reauthorization of the surface transportation
law, which will guide federal investment in the
nation’s network of roads and bridges for
years to come.

Under his leadership at ADOT, Mendez
oversaw the construction of the Regional Free-
way System in the Phoenix area that was built
six years ahead of schedule. He delivered
statewide construction programs on time, in-
cluding major infrastructure improvements
throughout the state. In addition, he worked
to improve the agency’s customer service
within motor vehicle and highway division
offices.

Mendez started at ADOT in 1985, begin-
ning as a transportation engineer. He worked
his way up the agency, becoming Deputy Di-

rector in 1999 and, later, Acting Director in
2001. He also served as president of the Ameri-
can Association of State and Highway Trans-
portation Officials in 2007.
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NACE CORPORATE MEMBERS AT NACE 2009 IN PEORIA, ILLINOIS
New member, fifteen-year and twenty-year plaques were presented at NACE 2009 in Peoria, IL by then President, Sue Miller and President-

Elect, Chris Bauserman (see photos below).  Plaques were also sent to the following members who were not in attendance at NACE 2009. New
members: JT&A, Inc., Tourney Consulting Group LLC, and Trans Tech Systems, Inc.  Five years: Better Roads Magazine and Soil Nail Launcher,
Inc. Ten years: Unique Paving Materials.

We appreciate the support of all our NACE Corporate Members.  For more information about these companies including contact information
and web links, see the NACE website at:  www.countyengineers.org.  Thanks again!

Join us next year for NACE 2010 in Fort Worth, Texas April 25-29, 2010!
Being held at the Sheraton Ft. Worth Hotel and the Ft. Worth Convention Center.

Registration begins this October!  Contact NACE at nace@naco.org for more information.

3M TSS (20 years) Dura Patcher (15 years) E.D. Etnyre Co. (New)

Fugro Roadware (New) Roadsoft (New) Roscoe Bridge (New)

Photos by: James T. Treber, Remember When Photography

Our special thank you to long time NACE cor-
porate member, Caterpillar, Inc. for their home-
town hospitality in Peoria, Illinois.  The after-
noon tours of local Caterpillar facilities were
very interesting.  And the Caterpillar event
that evening at their Edwards Proving Grounds
was exceptional!  We were treated to dinner,
special equipment demonstration, hands-on
exhibits and photo op, history of Caterpillar
movie and fireworks.  Followed by an evening
dessert reception with a fun band.  A very
special thank you to Debbie Closen for coor-
dinating the efforts and making it a night
NACE attendees won't soon forget.

NACE 2009 Special Thanks!

3M - Traffic Safety Solutions
3M - Visibility & Insulation Solutions
American Concrete Pavement Assn
American Iron and Steel Institute

ATTSA
Asphalt Emulsion Manufacturers Assn

Ayres Associates
Caterpillar Inc.

Crafco, Inc.
Dura Patcher & Cimline

E.D. Etnyre Co.
ESRI

Furgo Roadware, Inc.
John Deere

Kennametal Inc.
KWH Pipe (Canada) Ltd.

Landoll Corporation

LyCox Enterprises, Inc.
Metal Culverts, Inc.
Newman Signs, Inc.

Osburn Signs
Portland Cement Assn

Quixote Transportation Safety
Roadsoft

Roscoe Bridge
SealMaster

Team Lab. Chemical Corp.
Tricon Precast, Ltd.

Trinity Highway Products, LLC
U.S. Bridge

Volvo Construction Equipment
Western Emulsions, Inc.
Wheeler Lumber LLC

SPECIAL THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING NACE CORPORATE MEMBERS!

3M
Ayres Associates
Caterpillar Inc.

NACE 2009 EXHIBITORS: NACE 2009 SPONSORS:



-Page 6- NACE News, July 2009

National Association of County Engineers
25 Mass Ave NW, Suite 580

Washington, DC  20001-1454
www.countyengineers.org

(202) 393-5041

July 2009 Issue

Please notify NACE if your email
address changes at nace@naco.org

Blading Aggregate Surfaces $5  _____
Improving Traffic Maintenance $5  _____
Trainer's Guide $5  _____
How to Talk and Communicate at the SameTime

$5  _____
Tips on Conserving Energy and the Environment

$5  _____
Bridge Maintenance on Local Roads $5  _____
Handbook on Training for Road Depts. $5  _____
All Books.................................................................

(Action and Training Guides) $135 _____

Indicate Quantity Indicate Quantity Indicate Quantity

ACTION GUIDES TRAINING GUIDESVIDEO GUIDES

Effective Snow Fences $15  _____
Plows of the Future $15  _____
Deicing Chemicals $15  _____
Snow & Ice Control $15  _____
Concrete Bridge Protection $15  _____
Pavement Maint/WorkerSafety $15  _____
Staying Ahead of the Storm $15  _____
Finding Better Ways $15  _____
Blading Unpaved Roads $20  _____
Work Zone Safety $30  _____
Sign Maint. & Installation $15  _____
Problems with Gravel Roads $15  _____
Chip Seal Applications $15  _____
Asphalt Roadway Rehab. $15  _____
Asphalt Paving Inspection $15  _____
Preventive Maintenance; Protecting Our Pavement
 & Project Selection (2 video set) $30  _____
Using Snow Plows on Motorgraders     $15  _____
The Importance of Road Drainage        $15  _____
All Videos $285  _____

Total Order Amount $  _____
Processing Fee:
(Orders $30 or less) $3  _____
(Orders over $30 - $70) $5  _____
(Orders over $70) $10  _____
Total Due $  _____
Payment Included $  _____
Balance Due $  _____

Organization $7  _____
Personnel $7  _____
Financial Management $7  _____
Maintenance Management $7  _____
Administering Bridge Inspection $7  _____
Tort Liability $7  _____
Road Programming $7  _____
Road Surface Management $7  _____
Roadway Safety $7  _____
Stormwater Management
and Drainage $7  _____
Subsurface Soils Exploration $7  _____
Bridge Rehab. on Local Roads $7  _____
Rural Transportation Planning $7  _____
Purchasing Authority $7  _____
Impact of Land Development on County
& Local Transportation System Planning $7  _____
Solid Waste Management $7  _____
Public Awareness & Support $7  _____
Traffic Operations $7  _____

To Order: Send form with payment to NACE, 25 Mass. Ave, NW, Suite 580, Washington, DC 20001; fax (202) 393-2630 or e-mail: nace@naco.org.
Name: _____________________________________________________ Phone: _______________
Organization: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: __________________ Zip: _____________

All prices listed reflect the NACE member discount, non-member prices slightly higher.

Visit the NACE Local Roads Matter Campaign site at: http://countyengineers.org/LRM/index.html

VISIT OUR LOCAL ROADS MATTER! CAMPAIGN
Our nation’s local roads are critical to every facet of our lives. Safe and efficient roads and bridges are necessary for economic vitality, to
revitalization, to schools, to trade, to healthcare, to business, in times of crisis, to families and to our overall quality of life.  See the Local Roads
Matter button on the NACE website www.countyengineers.org (on the left side of page).  A needs assessment brochure is available at the
following link:  NACE Needs Assessment brochure: http://countyengineers.org/LRM/downloads/needs-assessment-brochure_WEB.pdf.

PAVEMENT PRESERVATION: OPTIMAL TIMING OF PAVEMENT PRESERVATION TREATMENTS (FHWA-NHI-131114)
Web-conference training $25 per participant.  Choose from one of the four following dates: September 18, 2009: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm EST;

October 30, 2009: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm EST; November 23, 2009: 1:00 pm - 5:30 pm EST; December 4, 2009: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm EST.
Training Details: Many agencies perform pavement preservation or preventive maintenance. An important issue facing such programs is

identifying the best time to apply a preventive maintenance (PM) treatment. Applying PM treatments too soon or too late is just not effective
from a cost, performance, or managerial view. This four-hour seminar explores some of the work performed under NCHRP Project 14-14 and the
OPTime tool that was developed as part of that project to help agencies determine the optimal time to apply a treatment. Topics range from
defining goals, characteristics of good pavement preservation programs, collecting treatment performance relationship data, and key cost and
benefit considerations. Taught online in a virtual classroom, the course is taught by a lead author of the report and includes access to the NCHRP
523 report and a download of the OPTime timing software add-on.

Registration: Enrollment will be available via the NHI Web site. Participants will receive further instruction via e-mail upon enrollment. For
more information and to register, see:  http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/brows_catalog.aspx (enter Key Word: Pavement Preservation or
the course # listed above). For questions, contact Corey Martin at (703) 235-0540 or corey.martin@dot.gov.


